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How to use the cues

These are shorthand cues, not built-in Chat GPT commands. Chat GPT
gets them right when you write the cue AND what it means. The
meaning is the part that does the work.

o Describe your picturc first

Say what the image is: the subject, the place, what is happening. Or
upload a photo you want to change.

Q Add 3 to 5 cues with thelr meaning

Pick one cue from a few different pages: a style, a light, a camera
angle, a palette. One cue per page works better than five from the
same page.

© change one cue at a time

Not quite right? Keep the prompt and swap one cue (/softlight to
/hardlight) to see exactly what it changes.

Examp le

Create a photo of a red sneaker on a stone stand.

/ heroshot (make the product the star), /pedestal
(display it on a raised stand), /rimight (light
outlining the edges), /teal orange (teal shadows and
orange hi ghlights), /shallowdof (sharp subject, blurred
backgr ound).
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' /cinema’tic — Movie-like colors and 'FMV""'V‘E)

/ dowmenerH — Honest, observational Pho%ogrﬂFhﬂ

[polarcid  — Tnstant-Film colors and texture
/ filmgrain  — Visible photographic grain
Janalog ~ ~ An dd Flm-camera look
/ vintage - A nostalgc, aged appearance

' / blackwhite - Black-and-white Pho%oﬂmphﬂ

/noir ~ Dark shadows, dramatic contrast
/ streetphoto — Candid everyday city scenes
/ li?esfﬂle — Relaxed everyday moments
/ paparazzi  —  Sportaneous celebrity-style. snapshot
/ dreamlike —  Soft, surreal visual atmosphere

/ fineart - Expressive. gallery-style PL“’{oﬂmFl"}j

/ retro - S{}jlinﬂ from a past decade
/ surreal - Unexpected, impossible visual elomerts
/ |ofi — A rough, imperfect Shapshot
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Custom cues — include the meaning in Your Lo
 [softlight = Gentle light, soft shadows
_ /\naro“ig\n’c — Crisp liaht sharp shadows
/ rim\igl«\‘c —  Light outlining the subject
/ baﬂk“ﬂlﬂt — LRSWC Lrom behind the subjecjt
/ Sideliﬂl“{' — Light from one side

‘ . / w'mdowliglr\t —  Natural light through a window

/ neon —  Colorful glowing city lights
' [candlelight —~ Warm, flickering candle glow
[ studiolight — Controlled photoayaphic lightng
[overcast  —  Diffused cloudy-day light
[spotlight  — One fecused beam of light
[ olumetric  — Visible light rags in haze
/ moonliﬂh’c —  Cool, subtle nighttime lich
[silhouette — Dok subect agint by aht
E highkey — — Bright scene, feu deep shadows
/ [owke:j — Dark scene, selective Nﬂh\iﬂlﬁcs
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/ Wideangle — Broad view, exa%emted depﬂﬂ

/ telephoto  —  Narrow view, compressed perspective
/ fisheye  — Curved, ultra-wide lens effect

 [birdseye  — View from directly above
[wormseye — View From close to ground

- / Aufdﬂfmglﬂ - A olelibem%elﬂ tilted horizon

/ closeup  — Tight framing on the subject
/ fullbody  — Show the entire person

[ Hoveequarter — View the subject partly sidevinys
/ symmetry  — Balanced, mirrored composition
/ ruleotthirds — Place subject off-center

/ negativespace — Leave open space around subject

" / leadinﬂlines — Guide the eye with lines
[shallowdof  — Sharp subject, ured backgud
/ deepfocus  — Near and far details sharp

/ motionblur = Show wovement with blur
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Portrait Ldeas
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Custom cues — include the meaning in your P‘“’W‘PJC
Jenvironmental — Show person in their setting
Jeandid = An unposed, natural moment
[beauty  — Close portrait with refined light
/ chavacter —  Emphasize distinctive facial features
/ executive  —  Confident professional business portrait
[athlete  — Energetic portrait vith sports stylv
il [musician = Parkrait vith musical personality
E@ | / creator  —  Expressive personal-brand portrait
7 | [family  — Wacm, connected family portrait
/ COU«PI?« —  Two people sharinﬂ a moment

/ dramatic — Tntense expression and strong shadows
/ freckles - Preserve natural skin details
/ Iauglﬂing — Capture a spontaneous lauﬂln

/ windblown - Hair moved bﬂ & breeze
/ egewn’cac’c — Subject looks into the lens

/ profileview — Face viewed from the o,
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/ heroshot = Make one Prociurfc the star
/ Hoa’cinﬂ —  Product SuSPe,no\eA in midair
/ BXPloo\edviaw - Separa%e parts o show assem\o\ﬂ

| / Pa(’kaﬂ‘mﬂ = Show Proo\chC with its box

| / reflection - Product on a reflective surface

/ SP\&SL\&S —  Freeze llquid avound the Produc’C
/ Pe&es{?a\ - Displaﬂ Produrfc on & raised stand
/ inﬂredien’ts\nof — Surround prociuc’c with ingredients

Jdetailshot —  Highlight one distinctive fenture
feole = S hot big the product is
/ lnuse = Show the product being used
/ colorblock ~ Bold, solid-color scene sections
/ shao\owP\aﬂ = Use shadows as design elements
/ unboxing  —  Show the opening experience
/ collection = Arrange a atching product vonge
/ cutaway = Reveal the product interior
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[chrome - Shiny, mirror-like metal
[brushedmetal - Metal with fine divectional lines
[frostedaass — Translucent glss ith sft hoze
[clearplastic — Transparent molded plastic
[ceramic  — Glazed fired-clay surface
[warble  — Notural stone with flouing vens
/ concrete - Rough, matte cement texture
/velvet —  Soft fabric with rich highlights
/ linen —  Natural woven fabric fexture
[leather  — Supple surkace vith visible grain
[poper  — Tackile fibers and subtle creass
[woodgrain  ~  Noturol tivber cings and e

| / cla3 A

SOPCJ \ﬂano[-shaped matte Sur&\cg

/vubber —  Flexible, matte 9rippy materia|
/ iridescent - Colors shift with Viewinﬂ an3|e
/ liq{uidmﬁfﬁl s Flowinﬂ, reflective metallic surface
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Custom cues — include the meaning in your Promp’c

/ ink -
/charcoal -

b pastel -
/ gouache -

/ oilpaint -
P

/ linocut -
/ woodcut -

.I / risogmfak L
@ / pixelart -

—

/ vector -

/ isometric —

/ lowPolg -

Expressive Pen—av\d—ink drawing
Smok}j black marks and skading

Soft, powdery color strokes
Opaque, matte painted colors
Rich brushwork and paint texture
Bold carved-print shapes
Rough woodblock-print texture
Layered spot colors, slight misalignment
Artwork built from visible pixels
Clean shapes and crisp edge,s
Angled view with parallel edges
Simplitied faceted 3D forms

/ Claﬂrehd?f & Plagqcul scu|p’ced-cla3 appearance
/ Papercaf - Lagcred cut -paper shapes
/ embroiderg = Stitched thread on fabric

/dOOdl& o LOOS@, SPO“'tMGOus

ot Soiy”

little dmwinﬂs
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CusJ(om cues — nclude

‘Hﬂ& meanmﬂ n 5ow pr’ow\PJC

/ 65berpunk — Neon cities and advanced technology

/solarpunk  —
[steampunk -
[retrofuture —
/ ?an’ms\tj -
/ scifi -
[brutalist -
[artdeco -

/bauhaus -
/ midcen’cwﬂ A

[92k -

/ VdPOYW&V& =

/ cottagecore -
[biophilic -
/ go’chic =

Green cities and hope«cul futures

Victorian wachinery and brass
Yesterday's vision of tomorrow
Magical worlds and wuthical details
Futuristic science-inspired settings
Raw concrete and bold geometry
Elegant geometry and rich details
Functional forms and primary colors
Warm woods and simple curves
Glossy early-20005 digital style
Retro gradients and surreal nostalgia

Cozg rural life and nature

Architecture connected with nature
Pointed arches and dramatic detail

/ mediterrancan —  Sunlit plaster and earH\H textures
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Custom cues — include the meaninﬂ i your PrompJC

/ monochrome — Shades of a single color

[duckore — Build the image around o cdlors

[muted = Soft, vestrained color intensity

Jpasteloalette — Pale, delicate coor combinations

| Jeortitones  — Browns, achres and naturl reens
/ jeweltones — — Deep emerald, ruby and sapphire

_ / Jcomplementary — Oppusite colors for strong controst
| Janalogous  — Neighboring colors for harmony
y / warmtones - Reds, oranges and golden yellows

/ cooltones - Blues, greens and cool purples

/ desaturated - Reduce overall color injcensifﬂ

fuibront = Rich, tighly soburated coors
/ tealorange = Tl shadows and oronge highlights
/ creamblue = Warm cream with calm blue
/ tervacotta - Clay reds and earthy oranges
[ selectivecolor -

One color, evergtlninﬂ else gray

e Soi0d)” /10



. Image Tditing Cues.

o=
Custom cues — include the meaning n your P”’W‘Pt
i  / removeobject —  Evase an unwanted object
| / replacebﬂ _ Swap the background
| extendframe — Expand the scene beyond edges
; / recolor - Chamge a chosen object's color
| [cleanup = Remove swall distracting detl
| [relight = Change light direction and wood
‘ / / restyle = Render in a different art style
> | /changeangle — Show a new camera viewpoint
@ f [ wardrobe  — Change the person's clothing
= / oddprop  — Add o specified scene object
| . / restore - Repair dclkmage in an old photo
[colorize = Add cdor 4o a moochrave phct

/ seasonshift — Show a different season

[ weather —  Change the weather conditions
| / fixtext - Replace specified words in on image

/ matchseries — Match the look of a reference

4o Conoy” 10/10
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Photo Styles
<)

/cinematic

/ docunent ary
/ pol aroi d
[filmgrain

/ anal og

/ vi nt age

/ bl ackwhi t e
/'noir

/ street phot o
/[lifestyle

/ papar azzi

[ dreanm i ke

[ fineart
/retro

/ surreal

/1 ofi

Movie-like colors and framing

Honest, observational photography
Instant-film colors and texture

Visible photographic grain

An old film-camera look

A nostalgic, aged appearance
Black-and-white photography

Dark shadows, dramatic contrast
Candid everyday city scenes

Relaxed everyday moments
Spontaneous celebrity-style snapshot
Soft, surreal visual atmosphere
Expressive gallery-style photography
Styling from a past decade
Unexpected, impossible visual elements
A rough, imperfect snapshot

Lighting Cues

/softlight

[ hardl i ght
[rimight

/ backl i ght

/ si del i ght
/'wi ndow i ght
/ neon

/ candl el i ght
/ st udi ol i ght
[ over cast

/ spot|i ght
[vol unetric
/ moonl i ght
/sil houette
/ hi ghkey

/1 owkey

John savage

Gentle light, soft shadows
Crisp light, sharp shadows
Light outlining the subject

Light from behind the subject
Light from one side

Natural light through a window
Colorful glowing city lights
Warm, flickering candle glow
Controlled photographic lighting
Diffused cloudy-day light

One focused beam of light
Visible light rays in haze

Cool, subtle nighttime light
Dark subject against bright light
Bright scene, few deep shadows
Dark scene, selective highlights

s



camera § Composition

/wi deangl e

Broad view, exaggerated depth

/t el ephot o Narrow view, compressed perspective
[ fisheye Curved, ultra-wide lens effect

/ bi rdseye View from directly above

/ wor mseye View from close to ground

/ dut changl e

A deliberately tilted horizon

/ cl oseup Tight framing on the subject

[ ful I body Show the entire person
/threequarter View the subject partly sideways
[ symretry Balanced, mirrored composition

[ rul eof t hirds Place subject off-center
/ negat i vespace

/1 eadi ngl i nes

Leave open space around subject
Guide the eye with lines

/ shal | owdof
/ deepf ocus
/ mot i onbl ur

Sharp subject, blurred background
Near and far details sharp
Show movement with blur

Portratt tdeas

/ envi ronnent al Show person in their setting

/ candi d An unposed, natural moment

/ beauty Close portrait with refined light

/ char act er Emphasize distinctive facial features

/ executive Confident professional business portrait

[athlete Energetic portrait with sports styling

/ musi ci an Portrait with musical personality

/ creat or Expressive personal-brand portrait
[fam |y Warm, connected family portrait

/ coupl e Two people sharing a moment
/dramatic Intense expression and strong shadows
[ freckles Preserve natural skin details

/1 aughi ng Capture a spontaneous laugh

/ wi ndbl own
/ eyecont act
[ profileview

Hair moved by a breeze
Subject looks into the lens
Face viewed from the side

John savage



Product Photo ldeas

/ her oshot
/floating

[ expl odedvi ew
/ packagi ng
/reflection

/ spl ashes

/ pedest a

/i ngredi ent shot
/ det ai | shot

[ scal e

/i nuse

/ col or bl ock

/ shadowpl ay

/ unboxi ng
/col |l ection

/ cut away

Make one product the star
Product suspended in midair
Separate parts to show assembly
Show product with its box
Product on a reflective surface
Freeze liquid around the product
Display product on a raised stand
Surround product with ingredients
Highlight one distinctive feature
Show how big the product is
Show the product being used
Bold, solid-color scene sections
Use shadows as design elements
Show the opening experience
Arrange a matching product range
Reveal the product interior

Materials § Textures

/ chronme

/ br ushednet al
[ frostedgl ass
/cl earplastic
/ceram c

[ mar bl e
/concrete
/vel vet
/11inen

/| eat her

| paper

/ woodgr ai n
/cl ay

/ rubber
/iridescent
/i quidnet al

John savage

Shiny, mirror-like metal

Metal with fine directional lines
Translucent glass with soft haze
Transparent molded plastic
Glazed fired-clay surface

Natural stone with flowing veins
Rough, matte cement texture
Soft fabric with rich highlights
Natural woven fabric texture
Supple surface with visible grain
Tactile fibers and subtle creases
Natural timber rings and lines
Soft, hand-shaped matte surface
Flexible, matte grippy material
Colors shift with viewing angle
Flowing, reflective metallic surface



(Llustration Styles

/i nk

/ char coa

/ past el

/ gouache

/ oi | pai nt
/11 nocut

/ woodcut
/risograph
/ pi xel art

[ vect or
/isonetric
/1 owpol y

/ cl ayr ender
/ paper cut

[ enbr oi dery
/ doodl e

Expressive pen-and-ink drawing
Smoky black marks and shading
Soft, powdery color strokes
Opaque, matte painted colors
Rich brushwork and paint texture
Bold carved-print shapes

Rough woodblock-print texture
Layered spot colors, slight misalignment
Artwork built from visible pixels
Clean shapes and crisp edges
Angled view with parallel edges
Simplified faceted 3D forms
Playful sculpted-clay appearance
Layered cut-paper shapes
Stitched thread on fabric

Loose, spontaneous little drawings

Worlds § Aesthetics

/ cyber punk

/ sol ar punk

/ st eanpunk
/retrofuture
/ f ant asy

[ scifi
[brutalist

[ artdeco

/ bauhaus

/' m dcentury
1y2k

[ vapor wave

/ cot t agecor e
[ biophilic

/ got hi c

/ medi t erranean

John savage

Neon cities and advanced technology
Green cities and hopeful futures
Victorian machinery and brass
Yesterday's vision of tomorrow
Magical worlds and mythical details
Futuristic science-inspired settings
Raw concrete and bold geometry
Elegant geometry and rich details
Functional forms and primary colors
Warm woods and simple curves
Glossy early-2000s digital style
Retro gradients and surreal nostalgia
Cozy rural life and nature
Architecture connected with nature
Pointed arches and dramatic detail
Sunlit plaster and earthy textures
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Color Palette Cues

/ monochr onme

/ duot one

/ mut ed

[ pastel pal ette
[ eart ht ones

/j ewel t ones

/ conpl emrent ary
/ anal ogous

[ war mt ones

/ cool t ones

/ desat ur at ed

/ vi br ant

/ t eal or ange

/ creanbl ue
/terracotta

/ sel ectivecol or

Shades of a single color

Build the image around two colors
Soft, restrained color intensity
Pale, delicate color combinations
Browns, ochres and natural greens
Deep emerald, ruby and sapphire
Opposite colors for strong contrast
Neighboring colors for harmony
Reds, oranges and golden yellows
Blues, greens and cool purples
Reduce overall color intensity
Rich, highly saturated colors

Teal shadows and orange highlights
Warm cream with calm blue

Clay reds and earthy oranges

One color, everything else gray

mage Editing Cues

/ renoveobj ect
/ r epl acebg

/ ext endf r ane
/recol or

/ cl eanup
/relight
/restyle

/ changeangl e
/ war dr obe

[ addpr op
/restore
[colori ze

/ seasonshi f t
/ weat her

[ fixtext

/' mat chseri es

John savage

Erase an unwanted object

Swap the background

Expand the scene beyond edges
Change a chosen object's color
Remove small distracting details
Change light direction and mood
Render in a different art style
Show a new camera viewpoint
Change the person's clothing

Add a specified scene object
Repair damage in an old photo
Add color to a monochrome photo
Show a different season

Change the weather conditions
Replace specified words in an image
Match the look of a reference



10 combo prompts

1. Product ad

Create a photo of [your product]. /heroshot (nake the product
the star), /pedestal (on a raised stone stand), /rinlight
(l'ight outlining the edges), /jeweltones (deep enerald, ruby
and sapphire), /shallowdof (blurred background).

2. Personal brand pov‘cmit

Turn nmy photo into a /creator portrait (expressive

personal -brand portrait), /w ndowight (natural I|ight through
a window), /threequarter (face partly sideways), /eyecontact
(looking into the lens), /filmgrain (visible grain). Keep ny
face identical

2. Movie still

A man wal ki ng through the city at night in the rain.
/cinematic (novie-like colors and fram ng), /neon (glow ng
city lights), /lowkey (dark scene, selective highlights),
/tel ephoto (conpressed perspective), /teal orange (tea
shadows, orange highlights).

4. old photo rescue

/restore this old fam |y photo (repair the danage), /colorize
it (add natural color), /cleanup (remove dust and scratches).
Keep every face exactly the sane.

5. Exploded product

/ expl odedvi ew of [your product] (separate the parts to show
the assenbly), /floating (parts suspended in midair),
/studiolight (controlled studio lighting), /negativespace
(open space around it), /monochrone (shades of one color).

John savage
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10 combo prompts (2)

6. Albumw cover

A /dramatic portrait of a singer (intense expression, strong
shadows), /noir (dark shadows, high contrast), /rimight
(l'ight outlining the subject), /duotone (deep red and bl ack
only), /negativespace at the top for the title.

. Travel postcard

A narrow street by the sea. /nediterranean (sunlit plaster,
earthy textures), /w deangle (broad view, exaggerated depth),
/ hi ghkey (bright, few deep shadows), /pastelpalette (pale,
delicate colors), /lifestyle (rel axed everyday nonent).

&. Poster 'Pr'w\,t

Turn this photo into a /risograph poster (layered spot colors,
slight msalignnment), /conplenmentary colors (opposites for
strong contrast), /symmetry (bal anced, mirrored conposition).

9. Room makeover

Redesi gn the roomin ny photo: /mdcentury (warm woods, sinple
curves), /biophilic (plants and natural materials), /softlight
(gentle light, soft shadows), /earthtones (browns, ochres,
natural greens). Keep the walls and wi ndow where they are.

10. Season and weather Swap

/ seasonshift this street photo to winter (show a different
season), /weather: heavy snowfall, /noonlight (cool night
light), /volunetric (visible light rays in the haze around the
street |anps).

_John savage 19



want more?

| post new Chat GPT image codes, prompts and Al tools every
week. Follow @johnsavage.ai and comment on the next reel to get
the next free pack.

instagram.com/johnsavage.ai

DAILY Al NEWSLETTER

DON'T MISS THE LATEST Al NEWS

New tools, prompts and workflows, every day.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE Al NEWSLETTER

johnsavage.beehiiv.com

John savage
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